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for the eighth, ninth and tenth classes.   And, most recently,
co-education was abandoned.

Co-education

The gradual abolition of co-education began experimentally
in 1943 under a decree from the People's Commissar for
. Education at the time, Potemkin. The * experiment' was
encouraging, and it was announced in October 1945 I that
segregated education would be introduced in six more
towns and one village in the Moscow Oblast Co-education,
however, was formerly spoken of as a sign of Soviet
enlightenment, so the experiment had to be explained to
the people. This was done in such terms as the following:
Co-education in schools was part of the move to emancipate
women. Before the revolution * there was a bitter struggle
for co-education, but its chief motive was to secure equality
for men and women, and this motive has now disappeared
in the Soviet Union5. Between the ages of 10 and 14
girls outstrip boys and between 14 and 17 boys outstrip
girls. Also there are different requirements in men's and
women's education. The separation during school hours
must be compensated for by joint activities of boys and
girls in out-of-school hours.2

Discipline

The abolition of co-education is part of a wider policy
to tighten up discipline in schools. Owing to the shift
system of schooling a child may be home alone for half the
day, and * home * is usually a single room or part of a room.
Both the child's parents, of course, are at work. There is
obviously plenty of opportunity for what the Russians,
'like ourselves, call hooliganism. The Soviet child, if the
stories about him are to be believed, has seized this
opportunity with both hands. So the theme running

1  Pravda, 9.10.45.

2  Article by Solokhin in Kom. Pravda, 1.8.43.